
我
將永難忘記去年 11月到日本有幸見到茶道大師千 

玄室。

千玄室不僅是茶道裏千家的前任家元，也是一

位成就非凡的扶輪社員。他的成就包括協助創立日本京都南

(Kyoto-South)扶輪社，擔任京都扶輪社社長及 2650地區總

監，在國際扶輪及扶輪基金會擔任領導職務。

能與他會面誠屬榮耀。他是一位很優秀的人，生性開

朗。他在扶輪的領導及參與依然舉足輕重。

同樣在日本的那一週，我有機會為美國猶他州公園市一

位 100歲的二次大戰海軍英雄，同時也兩度擔任扶輪地區總

監的人拍攝祝壽影片。

千玄室與這位公園市的扶輪社員有類似的故事，雖然他

們為交戰的敵對方服役。對我來說很驚人的一點是他們兩個

人都選擇透過扶輪來致力締造和平。這讓我想到我們都是生

活在地球上的人，都只是努力盡一己所能，我們的相似性遠

多於我們的差異。

我感到極其有幸能夠見證這些故事，認識這麼優秀的人。

珍妮佛‧瓊斯

國際扶輪社長PH
O

T
O

G
R

A
PH

S:
 (C

E
R

E
M

O
N

Y
) K

Y
O

K
O

 N
O

Z
A

K
I;

 (P
O

R
T

R
A

IT
, I

N
SE

T
) M

IN
M

IN
 W

U

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

: T
R

IS
H

 B
A

D
G

E
R

/R
O

TA
R

Y
 IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

AUGUST 2022 ROTARY 1

JENNIFER JONES 
President, Rotary International

e’ve all taken our own path to be-
come a member of Rotary. Some of 
you joined because your father was 
a Rotarian. Some of us signed up 
because an employer tapped us on 

the shoulder and asked us to attend a meeting. Others 
became members only after a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing made it possible. Yet each of us entered through 
one mechanism — an invitation. 

An invitation that unlocks our imaginations and 
allows us to know that everything and anything is 
possible. Each one of us has that same opportunity — 
the honor to extend an invitation. 

It is awe-inspiring to imagine how we can look 
out across our communities and identify our future 
leaders. It’s often tempting to attract people who 
are exactly like us. It’s a special form of ingenuity to 
consider how people who are seemingly very different 
can, in fact, share our values and have some of those 
same talents, just waiting to be unleashed. 

It’s time for Rotary to take our next step in advanc-
ing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) across our 
organization.  

Embracing an experience where people feel 
included is more than just making our membership 
numbers more diverse. It’s about making our meet-
ings and events places where we can speak openly 
and honestly with each other, where our members 
feel welcome and safe. This means removing barriers 
for entry and opening doors for inclusion. Our values 
remain our strength — and our commitment to excel-

W
It starts with an invitation 

lence requires us to maintain high standards for our 
members as well. 

I believe we are all determined to advance DEI 
across Rotary. This is rooted in the deepest traditions 
of our organization, and it will ensure that we remain 
vibrant and relevant for decades to come.  

A few years ago, our Rotary Board set the ambi-
tious goal of increasing the share of female members 
to 30 percent by 2023. We have less than a year to go, 
but I believe we can meet and exceed this target. 

We need Rotary leaders to rise from every conti-
nent, culture, and creed. We need young members and 
young thinkers to take on larger roles and responsi-
bilities. We need to listen to new Rotary members just 
as keenly, and with as much respect, as those with 
many years of membership.  

During our recent convention in Houston, we 
heard from astronauts about their journeys into 
space. We reflected upon a time in the 1960s when 
U.S. President John F. Kennedy urged the world to 
dream, with his declaration that we would “go to the 
moon [and do] other things, not because they are 
easy but because they are hard.”  

Fully committing Rotary to DEI and meeting our 
ambitious membership targets may seem as unlikely 
as a moon shot. But I know that when people of ac-
tion are committed to a big goal, we make it worth 
every ounce of our energy. 

Jones addresses 
the closing general 

session of the 
Rotary International 

Convention on 8 June 
in Houston.
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頂：在去年 11月瓊斯拜訪日本時，
茶道裏千家前任家元千玄室為她舉

行一次日本傳統茶道儀式。茶道的

歷史有數百年，結合藝術、宗教、

哲學，及社交生活。

上：千玄室站在京都他所居住的裏

千家茶室院落外。《國際扶輪英文

月刊》在 2022年 8月有一篇關於千
玄室的精彩文章。你可以在以下網

址聽到這個故事的語音版：rotary.
org/peace-through-bowl-tea。
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will never forget the gift of meeting tea master 
Genshitsu Sen during my trip to Japan in November.  

Not only is Sen the former grand master of 
the Urasenke tea tradition, but he is also an 
accomplished Rotarian. Those accomplishments 

include helping charter the Rotary Club of Kyoto-South, 
Japan, serving as president of the Rotary Club of Kyoto and 
governor of District 2650, and holding leadership roles in 
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation. 

 It was an honor to spend time with him. He is a 
remarkable human being and a joyful soul. And his 
leadership and engagement in Rotary remain strong. 

During that same week in Japan, I had the opportunity 
to record a video for a 100-year-old World War II naval hero 
and two-time Rotary district governor from Park City, Utah.  

Sen and the Rotarian from Park City shared similar 
stories, though they served on opposing sides of the war. 
What was remarkable to me was that each of them chose 
Rotary to live lives of peacemaking. It struck me that we are 
all on this planet simply trying to do our best, and we are 
much more similar than we are different.  

I feel incredibly fortunate to be able to witness these 
stories and meet such incredible people. 

I

Top: Genshitsu Sen, former grand 
master of the Urasenke tea tradition, 
performs a traditional Japanese tea 
ceremony for Jones during her trip to 
Japan in November. The tea ceremony, 
known as chadō, dates back centuries 
and embraces the arts, religion, 
philosophy, and social life. 
Above: Sen stands outside the 
Urasenke tearoom compound where 
he lives in Kyoto. Rotary magazine 
wrote about Sen’s remarkable story  
in the August 2022 issue. You can listen 
to an audio version of the story at 
rotary.org/peace-through-bowl-tea.

JENNIFER JONES 
President, Rotary International

Lessons from the tea master
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ecently, I spent time in the Nakivale 
refugee settlement in Uganda. As the “set-
tlement” in its name suggests, the people 
living there are free to move around and 

integrate as best they can — one thing that makes the 
place unique. 

I had a chance to play soccer with boys and girls 
from about a dozen nations and talk with women who 
had fled areas of conflict. It was a tapestry of human 
experience shared through both laughter and tears. 

As I walked across a school campus at the settle-
ment with a teacher, she shared with me the dire 
statistics on girls’ education. Most don’t get through 
grade school. Many are sold into child marriage to pay 
for food for their families. As I looked around at these 
young girls, I was gutted. 

Our work with empowering girls and women is 
much more than creating equity — sometimes, it’s 
about health or education. Other times it’s about pro-
viding safety. Regardless of the path, it’s always about 
basic human rights. 

We can do more to empower girls and women, and 
we can expand how we share the progress Rotary 
members and our partners have made toward this goal.  

There is no shortage of inspiring examples of our 
work, from interest-free microcredit loans for women 
in Nigeria, to projects in India that provide girls 
menstrual hygiene products. Hundreds of projects are 
taking place across all Rotary areas of focus and are 

R
Empowering girls is about more than creating equity

JENNIFER JONES 
President, Rotary International

making a meaningful and often lifesaving difference. 
Together, we can address the needs and inequi-

ties that girls throughout the world face daily. But we 
must also monitor the impact of these projects and 
create awareness of Rotary resources and subject 
matter experts, including Rotary Action Groups, The 
Rotary Foundation Cadre of Technical Advisers, Ro-
tary Peace Fellows, and others. 

It is especially important that we tell the stories of 
our initiatives that have a positive impact on the lives 
of women and girls. This last point is near and dear 
to my heart. This means sharing our stories on social 
media, through local news outlets, in this magazine, 
and wherever we can inspire others. 

As you do so, it’s important to provide information 
that helps our Rotary family connect with others who 
are implementing activities in their regions, as well as 
across the world. Let’s share our successes and learn 
from one another — then proudly tell our stories to a 
larger audience.

These are exciting times in Rotary, and the world 
is taking notice. As we work to empower women and 
girls to step into their full potential, we create new 
pathways for membership growth and greater collabo-
ration with partners to create positive, lasting change. 
Thank you for your continued action in this vital effort. 

Jones and 
Zimbabwean actor 
Sibongile Mlambo 
watch a soccer 
match in Nakivale 
settlement. It’s 
part of an effort to 
build community 
among residents 
of different 
nationalities.

Photograph by Esther Ruth Mbabazi
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Top: Genshitsu Sen, former grand 
master of the Urasenke tea tradition, 
performs a traditional Japanese tea 
ceremony for Jones during her trip to 
Japan in November. The tea ceremony, 
known as chadō, dates back centuries 
and embraces the arts, religion, 
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JENNIFER JONES 
President, Rotary International

Lessons from the tea master
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