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Rotary’s young
people of action

No matter how long we’ve
been with Rotary, we all
benefit from the energy

and fresh perspectives of

our young leaders. It is my
privilege to place this month’s
presidential message in the
capable hands of one young
leader, Vitor Joventino. In his
column, Vitor reminds us how
teamwork and inclusivity can
spark transformative change.
As you read his message,

I encourage you to reflect

on its insights, share in his
excitement, and embrace new
opportunities to learn.

— STEPHANIE URCHICK

remember the exact moment when I realized the
power of Rotary’s youth programs. It was a Sat-
urday morning in Australia during my year as a
Rotary Youth Exchange student. I stood among
a group of young leaders at a Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards event. The organizers challenged
us to stand on a large tarp spread across the floor and,
without stepping off, find a way to fold it in half.

At first, the task seemed simple. But as we moved,
strategized, and adjusted, the reality set in — it required
teamwork, agility, and constant communication.

Rotaractors and Rotarians guided us, but no one
dictated how to succeed. The decisions were ours to
make. And then something remarkable happened.
Without being instructed, we collectively decided
that no one would be left behind as our space on
the tarp shrank.

One of our teammates was a person who uses
a wheelchair, giving us an opportunity to adapt,
ensuring that he was fully part of the experience. We
shifted, lifted the tarp, and reconfigured our positions,
using our time to think, plan, and act as a team. In the
end, we successfully completed the challenge together.

As we celebrated our success, one participant said,
“Society works the same way — challenges will come,
but instead of leaving people behind, we must find
ways to include everyone.” It was such a profound

=#EHEEs 20255

thought for someone so young, yet it perfectly cap-
tured the essence of our experience.

Interact empowers young people to create service
projects with real and lasting impact. Youth Exchange
builds global citizens who return home with broader
perspectives and stronger leadership skills. RYLA
develops young leaders equipped to inspire and
mobilize others. All of this is The Magic of Rotary,
emerging through the actions of youth. These pro-
grams are the heart of Rotary’s ability to grow and
adapt in a changing world.

But the success of these programs depends on
more than young leaders — it requires Rotary mem-
bers who believe in their potential. I encourage you to
sponsor an Interact club, host an exchange student,
and support a RYLA participant. Your involvement
does more than sustain these programs; it multiplies
their impact and ensures that young leaders are not
just beneficiaries of Rotary but active contributors.

To those already supporting youth programs,
thank you. Your mentorship and commitment make
all the difference. And to those considering getting
involved, now is the time! Because youth leadership
isn’t just Rotary’s future, it’s Rotary’s present.

VITOR JOVENTINO

Rotaract Club of Pendpolis, Brazil
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Meet the moment

There are moments in our journey to end
polio when doubt and uncertainty may take hold, yet
we must remain steadfast and, above all, hopeful as
we keep our eyes on the goal. As Winston Churchill
once said in a moment of crisis: “We cannot afford
— we have no right — to look back. We must look
forward.”

In Rotary, we always rise to meet the moment.
No challenge is too great. In 1988, when we
partnered with the World Health Organization to
form the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, an
estimated 350,000 polio cases occurred annually
across 125 countries. Since then, the GPEI — which
also includes UNICEEF, the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the Gates Foundation, and
GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance — has worked tirelessly
with governments worldwide. Together, we have
reduced wild poliovirus cases by 99.9 percent.

The journey has not been without challenges.
Today in Afghanistan, vaccinators are prohibited
from conducting house-to-house immunization
campaigns, while in Pakistan, conflict, terrorism,
and migration hinder access to children in certain
regions.

Earlier this year, the United States announced
its intention to withdraw from the WHO, froze
USAID funding, and restricted interactions with the
CDC. These developments present obstacles for our
polio eradication efforts and other Rotary global

=#EHEEs 20255

partnerships and programs.

Yet we rise to meet the moment, just as we
have done before. We did so in India when we faced
spikes in cases before the country was declared
free of wild poliovirus in 2014. In Nigeria, we also
encountered obstacles, but in 2020, WHO certified
the country — and by extension, all 47 countries in
the WHO Africa region — wild polio-free.

We are meeting the moment once again
in 2025. Know that Rotary is working behind
the scenes, collaborating with governments,
international agencies, and partners to address
challenges, manage disruptions, and explore
alternative funding. As a nonpolitical organization,
we remain focused on operational solutions while
serving communities and protecting public health.

My wife, Gay, and I have witnessed firsthand
the urgent need of the moment in India, Nigeria,
and Pakistan, where we administered vaccines to
children. Looking into their eyes, I saw the future
we are fighting for — and the responsibility we
carry to finish the job.

The winds of change may shift, but with your
help, Rotary’s commitment to eradicating polio will
stand strong until our mission is complete.

MARK DANIEL MALONEY

Foundation trustee chair
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The New Members’ First Knowing

The new members should have detailed knowledge on Rotary spirit and organization.
Through actual participating in the activities, these new comers would learn more about Rotary.
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Sea-fever - John Masefield

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and
the sky,

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by;
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the
white sail’s shaking,

And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn
breaking.

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the
running tide,

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds
flying,

And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-
gulls crying.

I must go down to the seas again,

to the vagrant gypsy life,

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the
wind’s like a whetted knife;

And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-
rover,

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long
trick’s over.
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David Peterson

Manager

T FI 4 © david.peterson@rotary.org

Vanthana Champi (Ta)

Associate Officer

& FI 4 : vanthana.champi @rotary.org

Ting-Fen Hillinger H#£2E

Senior Officer

& FI4: ¢ ting-fen.hillinger @rotary.org
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Accounts Receivable J& & & 2
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% FE{4: : RLClubFinance @rotary.org

Financial Reps A3k :

Laura Ovalle

FETFE : laura.ovalle@rotary.org
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Hazel Seow 7 fil 5

Philanthropy Adviser, East Asia
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B E David Alexander

Chief Communications Officer

T4 : david.alexander @rotary.org

ZFRiMEEE K Patrick Nunes

Director, Global Communications
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