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Follow the youth

hoki Wafula did not know what to

expect when he was forced to leave

his birth country of Uganda for South

Africa. What he found was a Rotary

community that welcomed him with
warmth and friendship. That experience inspired him
to help create a Rotaract e-club where young leaders
from around the world could connect, develop their
skills, and serve together.

Today, that community includes members across
multiple continents who collaborate on leadership
development, peacebuilding, and service initiatives.
For Wafula, the experience reinforced the lesson that
meaningful service begins with people who feel con-
nected, valued, and empowered to lead.

His story reminds us why Youth Service Month is so
important. Through Rotaract and programs like Rotary
Youth Exchange, young people build leadership skills,
develop global understanding, and discover the impact
they can make through service.

Rotary’s Action Plan calls on us to enhance partici-
pant engagement. At its heart, that goal asks a simple
question: How can we ensure that participation in
Rotary is meaningful and fulfilling for everyone? Youth
programs and Rotaract provide a powerful answer.

When clubs mentor Rotaractors, host exchange
students, or support youth leadership initiatives, they
create opportunities for members to share their experi-
ence in ways that feel personal and rewarding. These
connections deepen members’ sense of purpose and
strengthen the bonds within our Rotary family.

4 ZT|EiER 20265

They also create lasting pathways into Rotary.
Thousands of young people complete Rotary pro-
grams each year, and they carry those experiences
with them throughout their lives. Many remain eager
to stay connected.

Organizations such as Rotex International, an
association of former Youth Exchange students, help
Rotary program alumni continue serving as mentors,
leaders, and advocates for our youth programs. As
Rotex co-founder Hans Lee wrote in a recent reflec-
tion on Youth Exchange alumni, “exchange doesn’t
end when you return home.”

When we welcome these young leaders into our
clubs and activities, we strengthen the continuity of
Rotary across generations.

During Youth Service Month, I hope every Rotary
club reflects on how youth programs can enhance en-
gagement for new and longtime members. Collaborate
on service projects and invite youth voices into your
planning and decision making.

Rotary’s message to the world is that we can Unite
for Good. Youth programs show us how that happens
in practice — when generations come together, share
ideas, and work side by side in service.

When we invest in young people, we are not only
shaping future leaders. We are building a stronger,
more connected Rotary today.

FRANGESCO AREZZ0

President, Rotary International

19vSSIN S.INJ0IS]1dd
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE

A shot at the future

Our largest program at The Rotary Foundation is
PolioPlus, followed by a significant new initiative
called the Rotary Healthy Communities Challenge,
which emerged from the first Programs of Scale
initiative in Zambia. Through this work, we are
combating malaria, pneumonia, and diarrheal
diseases— the three leading killers of children
under 5 in Aftica.

A healthy child still needs an education, and
education is where futures are built.

Rotary is finding ways to invest in the next
generation through partnerships and creative
approaches. Johan Denolf, of the Rotary Club
Damme, Belgium, and Nirmal Rijal, of the Rotary
Club of Kathmandu Mid-Town, Nepal, share one
remarkable example:

In the mountains of Nepal, the children of
Melamchi Ghyang village had no school. In 1985,
a teacher named Purna Gautam set out to change
that, founding a school on the promise that no child
would ever be turned away. For many girls and
boys, it became a lifeline against threats such as
child labor, early marriage, and human trafficking.

In 1999, Hilde Kuypers, a Belgian
humanitarian, was so moved by Gautam's mission
that she founded KetaKeti, a nonprofit, to support
it. KetaKeti and the Rotary Club of Damme built a

partnership while the club helped the community

recover from a 2015 earthquake.
In 2024, the Rotary Club of Damme —

=EHEs 20265

working with the Rotary Club of Kathmandu Mid-
Town and 15 clubs from Belgium and Germany,
with support from District 2130 — united around a
$175,000 global grant.

The project brought solar energy to the school,
eliminated dependence on firewood for cooking,
powered a medical post, and launched reforestation
and environmental education.

By 2025, enrollment had climbed to 440
students. Rotary clubs committed to three years of
teacher salary contributions. By 2027, the school
aims to be self-sustaining through an alumni fund,
matched dollar-for-dollar by KetaKeti Belgium.
What began as one teachers promise has become
a story of global friendship and the power of
education.

Through a Rotary Foundation global grant,
hundreds of Nepalese children now have a genuine
shot at the future they deserve. Most remarkable
of all: The school’s own alumni are now helping
secure that future for the next generation. That
is the sustainable, generational impact Rotary
endeavors to create.

There are countless such stories waiting to
happen. With your commitment and The Rotary
Foundation behind you, you can be part of one.

HOLGER KNAACK

Foundation trustee chair
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AP E R T 57 KB AP

RI World Headquarters

Hodit

Bk

* +1 866-976-8279

+1 847-866-3000

Rotary International

One Rotary Center

1560 Sherman Ave.

Evanston, IL 60201-3698, USA

* my.rotary.org

BIpRHkER I K RIS E B O
Membership Growth & Club Experience it 8 Fi & Bt 825
Jatinder Singh, Regional Manager

of Membership Growth & Experience for the Asia/Pacific region
T TEH: © jatinder.singh @rotary.org

Andrew Best, Supervisor

of Member Growth & Experience for Zones 8, 9, and 10

FE T : andrew.best@rotary.org

Vanthana Champi, Club Experience Officer
T4 : vanthana.champi @rotary.org

Culture & Values S {tLEEEER

Deanna Cankar, Global Group Manager of Culture & Values
FETHEF : deanna.cankar@rotary.org

1185 2% Ting-Fen Hillinger, Manager of Culture & Values for Asia Pacific
FETHEF : ting-fen hillinger @rotary.org

Accounts Receivable FEUIRER

Laura Ovalle, Collection Coordinator
FE T : laura.ovalle@rotary.org

Data Services E#liz#
T : Data@rotary.org

$KERTLIREE club invoice
7 TEF : RLClubFinance @rotary.org

FRESEEHEREREM

EfMEEE

BBt (Major Gifts & Philanthropy)

BYFRSIELARTE (9~ 10B - 10C * 1B i)

IIRRALTE AR A RS  THAIRERR « FEUARGTHHE%
Yo7 RRS AT SRR N E S = A

BREERR Morgan Lin, Regional Major Gifts Officer - East Asia
FE T : morgan.lin@rotary.org

EREWERHEER
I Shyanmei Wang, Regional Grants Officer
& FI4: : shyanmei.wang @rotary.org

2025-26 FEEE 12 ARERE
3461 HTEHARSZREGHH Sunny (&R E )
3462 HulEHEEE 22208 AST (B EREiL)
3470 HulEHEESHF13E Doctor (G BRI )
3481 Hul@EAEES 5857 Sunny (S AL E &)
3482 HIEEHAET IR S0 Branden (S4LK[HiT)
3490 HhlEmAEEE RIGEL Archi (HAint )
3501 HEEEHEELZIIEME Charlie (77dbiL)
3502 Hil A ES IR TR Daniel (/\fER5 )
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